First Congregational Church of Lebanon
United Church of Christ — Open and Affirming

The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 16, 2025

The things we love tell us what we are.

—Thomas Aquinas

Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 4-7.
Prelude Andante in E-Flat Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Call to Worship Adapted from Psalm 1

One: Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path
that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers.

All:  Their delight is in the law of the LORD; on his law they meditate day and night.

One: They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.

All: The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

One: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous.

All:  For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
will perish.

Hymn 470 (b.4) God of the Prophets Toulon
Prayer of Invocation

Gloria (Unison)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission
Anthem Saints Bound for Heaven Trad., arr. Alice Parker

Children’s Moment

Today’s Gospel lesson may seem familiar. It sounds just like the Beatitudes we read in
Matthew, when Jesus preaches the Sermon on the Mount. Guess what! In Luke, these
teachings of Jesus appear in the Sermon on the Plain. So, what’s going on! Well, different



setting, but same teachings. We learn that God has a soft spot for the downtrodden and
the weak, and that the rich and powerful may well be in for some trouble.

Hymn 255 (p.5) Most Perfect Is the Law of God Stracathro

Scripture Lessons

Jeremiah 17:5-10. °Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and
make mere flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. “They shall be
like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the
parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

"Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. *They shall be like a
tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat
comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.

*The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand it? "I the Lord
test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to
the fruit of their doings.

Luke 6:17-26. '"He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd
of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast
of Tyre and Sidon. "®They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. ’And all in the crowd were
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

“Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and

defame you on account of the Son of Man. »’Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for

surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

““But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

2“Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

%6“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the

false prophets.”
Sermon “Making the Familiar Seem New” Stephen R. Silver
Hymn 266 (p. 6) One Holy Church of God Appears St. James

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer

As we hold community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing.



We offer ongoing prayers for Pete, Marcia, Arlene, Evelyn, Greg, Jan, Edith, Eileen, Terry,
Waneta, Dan, Juanita, Travis, Garrett, Sue, Rick, Edward, Priscilla, Ron, Lauren, Brian,
Micah, Al, Steve, Denzil, Jacobe, Reg, Chris, Deserai, Tricia, Ellen, Pam, Jon, and Elizabeth.

O God, we have heard your word, listened to your teachings. Sometimes, we act out our
agreement, showing that we have taken your words to heart; other times, we turn away,
we fail to listen, we do not act. We confess this with a heavy heart. We wonder what it
would be like to live in a world where the Sermon on the Plain was taken seriously, as
more than just idle words, and as the truth, your truth. Help us, O God, to truly follow
the path of Jesus, to do the work to which he has called us, with glad and open hearts.

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community.

Offertory O Taste and See Ralph Vaughan Williams
Doxology (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

Holy God of the mountain and the plain, you have come to us in generosity. You gave
us your law, you gave us your Way, you gave us salvation. These gifts are unmerited—
still, you shared them with us. Help us to help others, to be present for others, to know
that there are people in need, here and on the other side of the world. Help us to help
them, and accept these gifts as a sign of our desire to be generous, as you taught us, as
you showed us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Hymn 185 (. 7) Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain St. Kevin
Benediction
Postlude Postlude-Cantique Théodore Dubois
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* * *

Leading Worship This Week

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organ/Piano ® The FCC Choir ¢ Brian Clancy, Liturgist
Linda and Ike Jacobs, Ushers ® Dawn Troutman, Zoom Greeter

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know
of someone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of
pastoral care, please email prayer@fccleb.org or speak with Rev. Silver directly.

Potluck Lunch Theater: The Chosen—Sunday, March 2, at11:30

All are invited to Potluck Lunch Theater after church on March 2! While enjoying a delicious meal,
we'll watch the first episode of the acclaimed series The Chosen. A groundbreaking historical drama
based on the life of Jesus as seen through the eyes of those who knew him, it’s set against the
backdrop of Roman oppression in first-century Palestine. The episode lasts approximately one hounr.

We hope you will join us for this time of food, fellowship, and film!
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ThHIE SOUPER BOWIL'S BIG FINISHL

The weather has allowed us to make ONE LAST GAME-WINNING SOUPER BOWL DRIVE! Bring in
your donations of soup and other non-perishable items anytime (collection boxes in the Parish
Hall), for our neighbors at HEADREST, the UV HAVEN, and LISTEN COMMUNITY SERVICES.

Donations may be left in the boxes in the Parish Hall NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 16. You may also
bring them directly to any of the three beneficiaries (please let us know if you do so). THANK YOU!!
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Music UPCOMING CONCERTS

at the
Meetinghouse All'in the FCC Sanctuary

The Anonymous Coffechouse—Fridays, Feb. 14, 28, Mar. 14, 28 (etc.), all 7:30 pm

Our comfy community venue for live folk music continues its fifth season! Come and go as you
please; food and drink available. Free admission. For performers and more, visit anoncoffee.org.

LOH on Location: Dom Flemons—Saturday, February 15, at 7:30 pm
Reviving our pre-pandemic relationship across the Green, Lebanon Opera House brings us Dom
Flemons, Grammy-winning cofounder of the Carolina Chocolate Drops. A versatile musician, scholar,
and historian, “The American Songster” will share his influential take on folk, blues, bluegrass,
and old-time country music. General admission $27; tickets and more at lebanonoperahouse.org.

An Open Community Conversation: Responding to the Issues of Our Time
This Monday, February 17, at 6:30 pm—FCC Parish Hall

A group of local citizens invites the public to a wide-ranging conversation about how to respond
to pressing current issues and support values of peace, justice, and inclusion. Diverse participants
will address concerns such as immigrants’ rights, healthcare and ethical science, racial and sexual
equality and justice, reproductive rights, LGBTQIA+ rights, civil-service integrity, climate and
environment, and related areas. Rather than focus on a particular group or individual, the
meeting will serve primarily to connect and organize, with an eye toward future action.

RSVP/questions: don@laurentidearts.com. Organized by Don Collins, Lars Johansson, and Susan Thomas.

Prepared to Serve 2025—Saturday, February 22, Pembroke NH

Prepared to Serve is a day-long training event open to all congregations of the NH Conference
(UCCQC), offering workshops on topics ranging from stewardship, lay leadership, and church
finances to service, mission, and Christian education. All are invited to participate in this
enriching day of classes, exhibits, and worship with our conference friends.

FCC will pay for anyone interested to attend! Online registration open until February 10; fee
includes meals and meeting resources. A conference booklet is available for review in the Parish
Hall. For more information, please visit www.nhcucc.org/events/pts-2025.

Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5 — Service at 7:00 pm (Location 7BD)

All are welcome to gather as a community to intitiate the holy season of Lent, with our friends
from other Upper Valley churches. If you are unable to attend in person, Zoom will be available.




First Congregational Church of Lebanon
PO Box 230

10 South Park St

Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of
varied minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together
in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to
respond faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be
faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know
they are welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of
First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.

First Congregational Church of Lebanon

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director ® Brian Clancy, Church Administrator
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council * Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons ¢ Barbara Jones, Moderator

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed)
603-448-4281 ¢ church@fccleb.org ¢ prayer@fccleb.org ®* music@fccleb.org * www.fccleb.org




