
First Congregational Church of Lebanon 
United Church of Christ – Open and Affirming 

The Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 26, 2025 

 
If you go to Jesus, he may ask of you far more than you originally planned to give, 

but he can give you infinitely more than you dared ask of him. 

—Timothy Keller 

 
Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 4-8. 

Prelude Allegro di molto, Trio in C Major Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach 

Call to Worship Psalm 19:7-11 

One: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the LORD are 
sure, making wise the simple; 

All: The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of 
the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 

One: The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; 

All: The ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

One: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 
honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

All: Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

Hymn 757  (pp. 4-5) Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples Kingsfold 

Prayer of Invocation 

Gloria  (Unison) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission 

Solo God Is My Shepherd, from Ten Biblical Songs Antonín Dvorák 

Children’s Moment 

In today’s lectionary reading from the Epistles, the letters of Paul, we learn that each 
part of the body has a purpose, a use, for which it should be valued. Hands, feet, eyes, 
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noses, they all play a role in making the whole body able to do what it does. So, too, the 
spleen, the kidney, and, of course, the heart and the brain. Now, the brain may strike us 
as more important than the liver, but Paul says, “No! Each part is important!” And he 
uses these images to make a point about members of the church in Corinth, and by 
extension, our church. We all play a role. We all are important. We all need to be here. 

Hymn 50  (p. 6) Deep in the Shadows of the Past Shepherds’ Pipes 

Scripture Lessons 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10.  [A]ll the people gathered together into the square before the 
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 
the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the 
assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was 
on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the 
women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive 
to the book of the law. […] 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, 
for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood 
up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord 
with their faces to the ground. […] 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, 
with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; 
do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 
law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our 
Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

Luke 4:14-21.  14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and 
a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in 
their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 
on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Sermon “Interpretation” Stephen R. Silver 
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Hymn 391  (p. 7) Be Thou My Vision Slane 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer 

As we hold community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing. Help 
keep our prayer list current by contacting Rev. Silver or the church office to add or remove names. 

We offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Marcia, Arlene, Evelyn, Greg, Jan, Edith, Eileen, 
Waneta, Terry, Juanita, Dan, Travis, Garrett, Sue, Rick, Edward, Priscilla, Ron, Lauren, 
Brian, Micah, Al, Steve, Denzil, Ashley, Reg, Chris, Deserai, Tricia, Ellen, and Pam. 

O God of the universe, maker of all things, we turn to you in gratitude and awe, hoping, 
praying, that we are up to the work you would have us do. Be with us this day, enable 
us to listen to your call, empower us to be present in this moment. We want to listen, to 
hear, to understand, confessing that your word may well surprise us, as we are led along 
new paths, going where you would have us go, which may not be the destination we 
would go, but is the place you would have us be. 

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering of Gifts 
Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support 
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community. 

Offertory Andante, Trio in C Major C. P. E. Bach 

Doxology  (Unison) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  (Unison) 
Creator God, you have revealed yourself through the words, teachings, and actions of 
Christ. Accept these gifts as a sign of our desire to share the Truth, spread your Gospel, 
and work to serve your people. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 

Hymn 413  (p. 8) By Gracious Powers Bonhoeffer 

Benediction 

Postlude Allegretto, Trio in C Major C. P. E. Bach
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Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13/2024–4/12/2025. 
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Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

757

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael

KINGSFOLD
CMD

This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.
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*   *   * 

Leading Worship This Week 
The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor 

Ernie Drown, Harpsichord • Laurel Stavis, Alto • Leslie Stroud, Traverso • Jason Smoller, Oboe 
Betsy Alexander, Liturgist • Deb Scott and Barb Teeter, Ushers • Bob Gerlach, Zoom Greeter 

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know 
of someone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of 

pastoral care, please email prayer@fccleb.org or speak with Rev. Silver directly. 

 

the SOUPer Bowl is Here! 
With pro football’s championship game coming up early next month, it’s time once again for 
the SOUPer BOWL! We’ll tackle local hunger with a collection of soup and other non-perishable 

items, to be split among HEADREST, the UV HAVEN, and LISTEN COMMUNITY SERVICES. 
Donations may be left in the boxes in the Parish Hall until February 9. You may also bring them 

directly to any of the three beneficiaries (please let us know if you do so). THANK YOU!! 

 

NOTICE of ANNUAL MEETING – Sunday, February 9, 11:30 am (on Zoom) 
The Annual Meeting of First Congregational Church of Lebanon, NH, will be held in the 

Sanctuary (with remote participation available on Zoom) on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2025, AT 
11:30 AM, after that morning’s worship service, for the following purposes: 

1. To hear the reports of all officers, committees, and organizations, as required under the 
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS of the church. 

2. The election of all officers provided for under the CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS of the church. 

3. To consider and act upon any other matters relating to the general church welfare that may 
properly come before this meeting. 

Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13/2024–4/12/2025. 
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Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael

KINGSFOLD
CMD

This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.
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Deep in the Shadows of the Past
GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

50

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Brian Wren, 1973; rev. 1994
MUSIC: Annabeth McClelland Gay, 1952
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
Music © 1958, ren. 1986 The Pilgrim Press

SHEPHERDS’ PIPES
CMD

This vivid text reminds us of two truths we often forget: how deeply our faith is rooted in God’s enduring
covenant with the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and how much we can learn from their story.
The tune began life as the setting for a family Christmas card.
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Winter Concerts 
All in the FCC Sanctuary 

The Anonymous Coffeehouse—Fridays, Jan. 31, Feb. 14, 28, Mar. 14, 28 (etc.), all 7:30 pm 
Our comfy community venue for live folk music continues its fifth season! Come and go as you 

please; food and drink available. Free admission. For performers and more, visit anoncoffee.org. 

Cantabile Women’s Voices: Night and Day—Sunday, February 2, at 3:00 pm 
This superb ensemble offers choral music celebrating the simple beauty in the passing hours of an 
ordinary day. Music of Sergei Rachmaninoff, Irving Berlin, Jocelyn Hagen, Gwyneth Walker, Eric 
Whitacre, and more. Adults $15 suggested donation, online or at the door; more at cantabilewomen.org. 

LOH on Location: Dom Flemons—Saturday, February 15, at 7:30 pm 
Reviving our pre-pandemic relationship across the Green, Lebanon Opera House brings us Dom 
Flemons, Grammy-winning cofounder of the Carolina Chocolate Drops. A versatile musician, scholar, 
and historian, “The American Songster” will share his influential take on folk, blues, bluegrass, 

and old-time country music. General admission $27; tickets and more at lebanonoperahouse.org. 

 

Prepared to Serve 2025—Saturday, February 22, Pembroke NH 
Prepared to Serve is a day-long training event open to all congregations of the NH Conference 
(UCC), offering workshops on topics ranging from stewardship, lay leadership, and church 
finances to service, mission, and Christian education. All are invited to participate in this 

enriching day of classes, exhibits, and worship with our conference friends. 

FCC will pay for anyone interested to attend! Online registration open until February 10; 
fee includes meals and meeting resources. A conference booklet is available for review in the 

Parish Hall. For more information, please visit www.nhcucc.org/events/pts-2025. 

 

Potluck Lunch Theater: The Chosen—Sunday, March 2, at 11:30 
All are invited to Potluck Lunch Theater after church on March 2! While enjoying a delicious meal, 
we’ll watch the first episode of the acclaimed series The Chosen. A groundbreaking historical drama 

based on the life of Jesus as seen through the eyes of those who knew him, it’s set against the 
backdrop of Roman oppression in first-century Palestine. The episode lasts approximately one hour. 

We hope you will join us for this time of food, fellowship, and film! 

 

Music 
at the 
Meetinghouse 



First Congregational Church of Lebanon 
PO Box 230 
10 South Park St 
Lebanon NH 03766 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly 

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email. 

 

Welcome! 
We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of 

varied minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together 
in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to 

respond faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be 
faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know 

they are welcome and included. 

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical 
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of 

First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites. 

Join us as we grow together in God’s love. 

First Congregational Church of Lebanon 
The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor 

Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director • Brian Clancy, Church Administrator 
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council • Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons • Barbara Jones, Moderator 

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed) 
603-448-4281 • church@fccleb.org • prayer@fccleb.org • music@fccleb.org • www.fccleb.org 


