First Congregational Church of Lebanon
United Church of Christ — Open and Affirming

The First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024

Into this world, this demented inn
in which there is absolutely no room for him at all,
Christ comes uninvited.

—Thomas Merton

Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 5-8.

Prelude Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659 Johann Sebastian Bach
Call to Worship Adapted from Psalm 25

One: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.

All: Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.

One: Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for
you [ wait all day long.

All: Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they have
been from of old.

One: Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD!

All: Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. All
the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep
his covenant and his decrees.

Hymn 103 (p. 5) Come, Thou LongExpected Jesus Stuttgart

Prayer of Invocation

Gloria (Unison)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

A Liturgy for Advent

Presentation of the Advent Banner
An Advent Reading

Isaiah 2:1-5. The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusa-
lem. “In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall
stream to it. "Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that



we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word
of the Lord from Jerusalem. “He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

An Advent Litany

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel!

All: The Christ child is coming!

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel!

All: Let us prepare for his arrival.

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel!

All: We open ourselves to you.

One: O come, O come, Emmanuel!

All: Let us prepare the way with prayer to God and service to his people!

The Lighting of the Advent Candle
An Advent Prayer (Unison)

Holy God, in this season of anticipation, help us to be patient. Loving God, in this
time of watching, help us to see clearly. Healing God, in these weeks of preparation,
make ready our hearts for the arrival of the Light of the World.

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission
Anthem E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz

Children’s Moment

There’s a saying—“Hurry up and wait.” It’s often heard when people are called to do
something, they show up, and then—they have to wait, to “hold their horses.” Ready to
go, but forced to wait. Hmm... Sounds a bit like Advent.

During Advent, we can be busy getting ready for Christmas. Getting a tree, decorating
it, getting presents, wrapping them, hosting guests, and going to parties. And then
Christmas is here. So, we hurry up and wait. It doesn’t matter how many movies may be
released, or how many times Elf is on TV, Christmas will not get here any sooner. We
must go through Advent first, a time of preparation, of prayer, of coming to grips with
what the birth of the baby we know as Jesus means. So, let’s hurry up and wait together.

Hymn 108 (pp. 67) Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Wachet auf

Scripture Lessons

Jeremiah 33:14-16. "The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise [ made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. “In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. *In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”



Luke 21:25-36. *[Jesus continued,] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and
the waves. *People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. *"Then they will see ‘the Son of
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. **Now when these things begin to

take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

“Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; *as soon as they

sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. *'So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.

PHeaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

*“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunken-

ness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, *’like a trap. For
it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. **Be alert at all times,
praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Sermon “A Time to Wait” Stephen R. Silver

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer
As we hold community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing.

Today we offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Marcia, Arlene, Evelyn, Greg, Jan, Edith,
Eileen, Waneta, Terry, Juanita, Dan, Travis, Garrett, Sue, Rick, Edward, Priscilla, Ron,
Lauren, Brian, Micah, Al, Steve, Denzil, Jacobe, Chris, and Betsy.

O God of the wilderness, we hear a voice crying out, a voice calling us to make ready for
your arrival. Once again, we find ourselves waiting, filled with anticipation but worry,
too. Is it possible we are waiting in vain! Might we be waiting for the wrong thing!

We hope, we pray, that we will be focused on you, and your Son, on the path you would
have us travel, as people of The Way. As we wait, help us to prepare, to center ourselves,
to never forget the reason for Christmas. Help us as we ready ourselves for the arrival

of the Christchild.

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community.



Offertory The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee Jean Berger
Doxology (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

Dear God, in this season of anticipation, we wait and we proclaim. We wait for your
arrival, and we proclaim your good news. We offer our gifts of time, skills, and money,
witnessing to our belief that your promise of new life is fulfilled in Jesus, in whose name
we pray, Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

For communion, you are invited to have some bread and juice on hand. We will share in the bread
and cup at the appointed time. If you would like to receive a blessing, please let the officiant know.

Invitation and Communion Prayer

Sanctus

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)

Because the broken bread has meant our healing, because the outpoured cup has meant
our life, because our common sharing has meant the communion of our souls, and
because we have here been graced by your presence, God, we give you thanks and pray
that our lives may be renewed in the life and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn 114 (. 8) Return, My People Repton
Benediction
Postlude Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661 Johann Sebastian Bach

* * *

Leading Worship This Week

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organ/Piano ® The FCC Choir ® Bob Ross, Liturgist



Advent Begins This Sunday, December 1—Let’s Decorate!

Yes, ADVENT! After worship this Sunday we’re going to decorate FCC for the season, and all are
warmly invited to stay and help. We'll hang wreaths, string lights, trim our tree, and have fun as
we prepare the church for the festive season of Advent. Let’s celebrate the season!

Christmas Carol 8ing and Potluck at theg Parsonage
Next Sunday, December 8, 4:00-6:00 pm—15 Kimball St, Lebanon

All are warmly invited to our annual congregational Christmas party! We'll gather round the
fireplace for festive fellowship and favorite carols. Bring a favorite dish or holiday treat to share.

CHRISTMAS COMES TO ALL—LISTEN'S HOLIDAY BASKETS

For years FCC has participated in the Holiday Basket Program organized by LISTEN Community
Services. Requests for baskets are always high, as families struggle to provide warm clothing for
children and food for holiday meals. LISTEN gathers donations of new items and gift cards for
these families, and FCC joins many other partners to support this vital project with donations.

Please help us fill our baskets by covering a gift for one of our families! Gift wish lists are
available in the Parish Hall (and will also be updated by email in the coming weeks).

Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13,/2024-4/12/2025. 5
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Doing What Is Right and Just—Wany Thanks for Your 2025 Stewardship Pledges

“To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.” —Proverbs 21:3

All are invited to prayerfully consider their commitment to FCC’s mission and ministry in the
coming year. We'll gratefully accept your 2025 pledges anytime in the coming weeks. Thank you!

Please cither place your pledge form in the offering plate or return it to the church office by mail.
Box sets (#1-20) of offering envelopes for 2025 are available in the Parish Hall.

Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13/2024-4/12/2025. 7
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Music HoOLIDAY CONCERTS

at the
Meetinghouse All'in the FCC Sanctuary

Cameo Baroque: Benefit for the Haven’s 19 Days—Saturday, November 30, at 7:00 pm

Ernie Drown’s superb period-instrument ensemble offers its annual benefit for the UV Haven’s
19 Days of the Valley campaign. Freeawill donation; more at cameoarts.org or uppervalleyhaven.org.

The Anonymous Coffechouse—Fridays, Dec. 6, Jan. 3, 17, and 31, all at 7:30 pm

Our comfy community venue for live folk music continues its fifth season! Come and go as you
please; food and drink available. Free admission. For performers and more, visit anoncoffee.org.

Upper Valley Voices: Spirits of Yule—Saturday, December 7, at 7:00 pm

This premier choral ensemble (formerly Thetford Chamber Singers) creatively programs repertoire
drawn from around the world. Spirits of Yule explores the magical, mystical beings associated with
the season. Advance $15 (at the door $20), students $10, under-13 free; more at uppervalleyvoices.org.

Classicopia: Four-Hand Holiday—Sunday, December 8, at 2:00 pm

Good friends Dan Weiser and Philip Liston-Kraft share the keyboard for some festive, four-hand
arrangements of seasonal favorites, from the Blue Danube Waltz and the Nutcracker Suite to
jazzy carols and show tunes. Adults $20, FCC members $15, children free; more at classicopia.org.

Bel Canto Chamber Singers: In Dulci Jubilo—Sat., Dec. 14, 7:30 pm / Sun., Dec. 15, 4:00 pm

Bel Canto celebrates the winter season with music for choir, strings, and piano—Antonio Vivaldi’s
Magnificat, pieces by Ola Gijeilo and Eric Whitacre, and settings of traditional English, Spanish,
German, and Nigerian carols. Admission by donation ($15 suggested); more at belcantosingers.org.

Upper Valley Music Center Messiah Sing!—Sunday, December 22, at 3:00 pm

Organized by UVMC’s voice faculty and directed by Mark Nelson, this annual performance of G. F.
Handel’s beloved oratorio features student soloists and chamber orchestra. All are welcome to join
the chorus (scores are available!) or just listen. Freeaill donation ($20 suggested); more at uvmusic.org.

THE CHRISTMAS FUND

We invite you to consider a donation to the UCC’s Christmas Fund, also known as the Fund
for the Veterans of the Cross or Emergency Fund. This program offers compassionate, grateful

support for retired clergy and their families with pension, healthcare, and emergency assistance.

Please contribute as you’re able to this vital denominational offering, either by check to FCC
Y g y
(memo “Christmas Fund”) or online at www.pbucc.org/index.php/christmasfund-home. Thanks!

Do Your Part to Fill the Cart!

We’re currently collecting non-perishable food and personal-care items on behalf of:
LISTEN COMMUNITY SERVICES
Please wisit listencs.org/food-pantry#itemsweneedthemost or see the list attached to the cart itself.
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First Congregational Church of Lebanon
PO Box 230

10 South Park St

Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of
varied minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together
in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to
respond faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be
faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know
they are welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of
First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.

First Congregational Church of Lebanon

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director ® Brian Clancy, Church Administrator
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council * Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons ¢ Barbara Jones, Moderator

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed)
603-448-4281 ¢ church@fccleb.org ¢ prayer@fccleb.org ®* music@fccleb.org * www.fccleb.org




