First Congregational Church of Lebanon
United Church of Christ — Open and Affirming

KICK-OFF SUNDAY! ¢ The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 15, 2024

The secret of education lies in respecting the pupil.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson

Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 4-7.
Prelude Two airs, from Tunes for Clay’s Musical Clock ~ Georg Frideric Handel

Call to Worship Psalm 116:1-9
One: I love the LORD because he has heard my voice and my supplications.
All: Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

One: The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I
suffered distress and anguish.

All: Then I called on the name of the LORD, “O LORD, I pray, save my life!”
One: Gracious is the LORD and righteous; our God is merciful.
All: The LORD protects the simple; when I was brought low, he saved me.

One: Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. For
you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.

All: 1 walk before the LORD in the land of the living.
Hymn 481 (p. 4) I Sing a Song of the Saints of God Grand Isle

Prayer of Invocation

Gloria (Unison)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission

Anthem My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Virgil Thomson
Children’s Moment and Blessing of the Backpacks

Hymn 478 (p. 5) All Things Bright and Beautiful Royal Oak



Scripture Lessons

Isaiah 50:4-9a. *The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know
how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not
rebellious, I did not turn backward. °I gave my back to those who struck me, and my
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and
spitting. "The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have
set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; *he who vindicates me
is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me. °It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? [...]

Mark 8:27-38. *"Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi;
and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” “*And they
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”
“He asked them, “But who do you say that [ am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

'Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. **He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. *’But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *’For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world

and forfeit their life? *"Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? *Those who

are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them

the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.”

Sermon “Who Do You Say I Am?” Stephen R. Silver
Hymn 26 (p. 6) Earth and All Stars! Earth and All Stars

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer
As we hold community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing.

Today we offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Marcia, Arlene, Evelyn, Greg, Jan, Edith,
Eileen, Waneta, Terry, Juanita, Dan, Travis, Garrett, Sue, Rick, Edward, Duane,
Priscilla, Ron, Lauren, Brian, Micah, Al, Steve, Denzil, Jacobe, and June.

O God of Guidance, we come before you this morning as we prepare to embark on a
new year of discovery together. Be with our young people as they learn about you and
your servants. Be with us adults as we too try to learn, and help us to always remember
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the words of the old Puritan teaching, that there is always new light to be shed. We do
not know everything. But there is much for us to learn, much for us to confirm. Let us
do that with an abiding faith and with gratitude to you for all you have shared with us.

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community.

Offertory There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Maurice Bevan
Doxology (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,

Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

Dear God, you came to us in Jesus to teach us a new way, one rooted in sacrifice, grace,
and love. We offer these gifts as acknowledgment of our desire to embody what he taught,
to continue to be your students through whose actions our neighbors might learn more
about your Good News. In the name of your son, our teacher, we pray. Amen.

Hymn 490 (p.7) Now in the Days of Youth Diademata
Benediction
Postlude Scherzo Ludwig van Beethoven

* * *

Leading Worship This Week

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organ/Piano ® The FCC Choir ¢ Laurel Stavis, Liturgist
Phil Hammond and Stacey Steele, Ushers ® Dominic Watson, Zoom Greeter

* * *

All are welcome to gather after worship for festive fellowship and lunch! Many thanks to
Rachel Silver and the parents of the Children’s Community Corner for organizing this event.
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Earth and All Stars!
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This lively text was written for the 90th anniversary of St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota. Echoing
Psalm 98, it is a prime example of a 20th-century hymn style based on phrases rather than complete
sentences. The exuberant tune was created expressly for these words.

TEXT: Herbert Frederick Brokering, 1964
MUSIC: David N. Johnson, 1968
Text and Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House (admin. Augsburg Fortress)

Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13,/2024-4/12/2025.

EARTH AND ALL STARS
4.5.7.D with refrain
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Music SEPTEMBER CONCERTS

at the
Meetinghouse All'in the FCC Sanctuary

The Anonymous Coffeehouse—Friday, Sept. 13, and Saturday, Sept. 28, all at 7:30 pm

Our comfy community venue for live folk music opens its fifth season! Come and go as you
please; food and drink available. Free admission. For performers and more, visit anoncoffee.org.

Upper Valley Barogue: Le Vent Francais—Saturday, September 14, at 2:00 and 7:00

Known for superb performances on period instruments, Upper Valley Baroque brings its chamber
series to FCC. “Winds Across Europe” showcases 17th-century woodwind innovations in music of
Francois Couperin, Jean-Baptiste Lully, Georg Philipp Telemann, and more. Adults $35 and up;
ticket options, performer listings, and full program information at uppervalleybaroque.org/concerts.

Roots and Branches: Music for Piano, Cello, and Birbyne—Saturday, Sept. 21, at 7:00 pm
Pianist Elizabeth Borowsky and her mother, renowned cellist Cecylia Barczyk, present a soulful
musical journey with special guest Vytautas Kiminius, a virtuoso on the enchanting Lithuanian
birbyne. The program weaves together Eastern-European folk music and classical compositions
in a captivating tapestry of sound. More at intermusearts.org/vytautas-kiminius-tour-2024.html.

Community Dinners Return Next Sunday, September 22

Many thanks to Dawn Troutman for her efforts to lead the revival of our monthly dinners! The
hope is that our congregation can offer guidance, with the hard work shared by outside volunteers.
And all are welcome to come, eat, and share fellowship, regardless of need or affiliation.

Anyone can lend a hand with dinner setup, serving, and cleanup—family, friends, coworkers,
neighbors, ANYONE! And if you're interested in leading a month, menu resources are
available, and the church can reimburse costs; please contact the office.

Signups posted in the Parish Hall. Please help with this important meal for our neighbors!

The 2024 Lebanon CROP Walk—Sunday, October 13

Every year thousands across the country join the CROP Hunger Walk, organized by Church
World Service to fight hunger, food insecurity, and poverty worldwide. First held in Bismarck,
ND, in October 1969, the walk has become a community event in over 2000 towns, as local
organizations advocate for hunger relief and share fellowship on a crisp fall afternoon.

All are welcome to participate in this year’s walk—in any or all of these ways:

WALK!—=Whether on your own or as a group of family and friends, register online at
events.crophungerwalk.org/cropwalks/event/hanovernh. Then, invite donations in your name.

SERVE!-FCC will offer light food and refreshments on the front lawn, renewing a long tradition
of post-walk hospitality. Volunteers may contribute food and/or help with set-up (details TBD).

DONATE!-Sponsor a walker or give at events.crophungerwalk.org/cropwalks/event/hanovernh.
Please note that all contributions should be made online (not through FCC).




FCC Outing Club—Fall Foliage on Farnum Hill, Lebanon

Sunday, September 29—Meet at Trailhead on Rolling Ridge Rd at 12:30 pm

All are welcome—regardless of ability!—to enjoy this low-impact hike, led as always by ranger-

extraordinaire Ron Bailey. We'll follow a route we’ve not taken before, walking the Farnum

Hill ridge to Middle and North Peaks, which afford great views for foliage season. Ron may

offer a brief geology lecture, at no extra charge! To reach trailhead, take Poverty Lane to Foliage

View Rd, then left on Rolling Ridge Rd; trailhead is about 100 yards up on the right. Park along road,
off pavement. Bring water, lunch or snacks, bug/tick repellent, and appropriate clothing.

Bring your friends, family, and/or dogs, and share this experience of God’s creation!

Neighbors in Need Special UCC Offering—Mental-Health Justice for All

The UCC’s Neighbors in Need program supports ministries of justice and compassion across the
country. Two-thirds of the collection funds the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries in local

and national initiatives, advocacy efforts, and the fight against systemic injustice. The rest goes to
the Council for American Indian Ministry, a voice for Native Americans in the UCC, sustaining
a proud denominational tradition of support. This year, NIN focuses on mental-health justice,
treating mental health as a God-given right and dismantling the shame and stigma around it.

Please contribute as you’re able to this vital mission program, by cash or check (payable
to FCC, memo “Neighbors in Need”) or online at www.ucc.org/nin. Thank you!

“Into the Potter’s Hands” NHC-UCC Annual Meeting, October 26

All are invited—lay or ordained leaders, congregation members, friends, and visitors—to participate
in the 223nd Annual Meeting of the NH Conference of the UCC, at Geneva Point Center in
Moultonborough. This year’s theme, “Into the Potter’s Hands: Regeneration and Renewal,”

draws inspiration from Jeremiah 18:6, and the keynote speaker is Rev. Darrell Goodwin, who
has served the UCC in various roles in conferences across the country.

In addition to worship, the business meeting, and other plenary events on October 26,
several optional connecting sessions are available online October 15-29.

FCC will pay for up to four delegates to attend (in person or online); contact the church
office if you’re interested. Online registration open through Tuesday, October 8. For full
schedule and more details, please visit www.nhcucc.org/events/am-2024.

Do Your Part to Fill the Cart!
Currently, we are collecting non-perishable food and personal-care items on behalf of

THE UPPER VALLEY HAVEN
For a list of current and ongoing needs, please visit uppervalleyhaven.org/current-wish-lists/




First Congregational Church of Lebanon
PO Box 230

10 South Park St

Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of
varied minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together
in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to
respond faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be
faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know
they are welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of
First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.

First Congregational Church of Lebanon

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director ® Brian Clancy, Church Administrator
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council * Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons ¢ Barbara Jones, Moderator

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed)
603-448-4281 ¢ church@fccleb.org * prayer@fccleb.org ® music@fccleb.org ®* www.fccleb.org




