First Congregational Church of Lebanon
United Church of Christ — Open and Affirming

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 5, 2023

“Be a good witness by the way you live.
The way we live is often more convincing than the words we say.”

—Billy Graham

Kindly silence cell phones and other devices during worship. All hymns are included on pages 5-8.

Prelude Adagio in B Minor, K. 540 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Call to Worship Adapted from Psalm 112

One: Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, who greatly delight in his
commandments.

All:  For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever.
One: They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the LORD.

All: Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in
triumph on their foes.

One: They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness
endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor.

All: The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; the
desire of the wicked comes to nothing.

Hymn 377 (p. 5) I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Houston
Prayer of Invocation

Gloria (Unison)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission

Anthem O Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem Thomas Tomkins
Children’s Moment

Hymn 408 (p. 7) All My Hope on God Is Founded Michael



Scripture Lessons

Isaiah 58:1-12. Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce
to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. *Yet day after day they seek
me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God. **Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble
ourselves, but you do not notice!” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers. “Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike
with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.

’Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like
a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to
the Lord? ®Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? “Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? *Then
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. *Then you
shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
Yif you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your
light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. " The Lord will guide
you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many gene-
rations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Matthew 5:13-20. P“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and

trampled under foot.

"“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light
to all in the house. '°In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may

see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not

to abolish but to fulfill. ®For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.
BTherefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches
others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. *°For I tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven.



Sermon “Good Salt” Stephen R. Silver

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer
As we hold our community members in prayer, please exercise care and discretion when sharing.

Today we offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Lloyd, Arlene, Evelyn, Barbara, Greg, Jan,
Edith, Eileen, Juanita, Terry, Dan, Ethan, Travis, Garrett, Penny, Sue, and Rick.

O holy God, you have called us to be good salt, to let our light shine, to be a city on a
hill. All we are called to do is witness to your goodness, your love, your glory. Yet too
often we do otherwise, focusing on our needs, our grievances, our causes. Instead of
offering healing, we promote division. Help us to heed the better angels of our nature;
to help others; to focus on what you would have us do; to be good, living examples of
what is right and true, to each other and to the wider community.

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name and
spirit of your Son Jesus, our Savior. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

Remembering those who are without, who are in need, who are often ignored, we invite your support
of our ongoing ministry in and for the community.

Offertory O Taste and See John Goss
Doxology (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

God of grace and glory, we come before you today thankful for all the gifts with which
you have blessed us. With gratitude and in faith, we present this morning’s offering,
recognizing that one of the ways you would have us thank you is to love each other as
you have loved us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

For communion, you are invited to have some bread and juice on hand. We will share in the bread
and cup at the appointed time. If you would like to receive a blessing, please let the officiant know.

Invitation and Communion Prayer



Sanctus

Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Communion Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison)

Because the broken bread has meant our healing, because the outpoured cup has
meant our life, because our common sharing has meant the communion of our souls,
and because we have here been graced by your presence, God, we give you thanks and
pray that our lives may be renewed in the life and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn 93 (p. 8) Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Cwm Rhondda
Benediction
Postlude Song Without Words, op. 19, no. 6 Felix Mendelssohn

* % *

Leading Worship This Week

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Piano ® The FCC Choir ® Betsy Bowse, Liturgist
Bob Ross and Wendell Smith, Ushers ® Dawn Troutman, Zoom Greeter

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know
of someone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of
pastoral care, please email prayer@fccleb.org or speak with Rev. Silver directly.

ONE WEEK LEFT FOR THE SOUPER BOWIL

One week left to set a new SOUPer BOWL record! Bring in your last donations to our collection
of soup and other non-perishable items for our neighbors at Headrest, the Haven, and Listen.

Donations may be left in the boxes in the Parish Hall until February 12. You may also bring
them directly to any of the three beneficiaries (please let us know if you do so). THANK YOU!!

FCC’s 2023 Annual Meeting is Next Sunday, February 12, at 11:30 am (on Zoom)

Please see the meeting warrant on Page 6 below; the 2022 Annual Report will be available soon!
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Hymns used and reproduced under license 734395-A from OneLicense, 4/13/2022-4/12/2023.
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The author-composer of this unthymed hymn regards it as a meditation and prayer deeply rooted in many
scriptures, most connected with the theme of light: Genesis 1:17; Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 60:19; Malachi 4:2;
John 14:8; Ephesians 5:8; Hebrews 12:1-2; 1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23.
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TEXT and MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966 HOUSTON
Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration 10.7.10.8 with refrain
Music UPCOMING CONCERTS!
Meetinghouse Masks and vaccination recommended.

The Anonymous Coffeehouse—Fridays, Feb. 3 and 17, Mar. 3 and 17, all 7:30 pm
Benjamin Kulp, Cello, and William Ogmundson, Piano—Sunday, February 12, at 3:00 pm
Classicopia: Black Brilliance—Sunday, February 26, at 2:00 pm

“Connecting and Reconnecting”—Prepared to Serve 2023
Saturday, February 25, 8:00 to 3:30—Pembroke Academy, Pembroke, NH

Prepared to Serve is a training event open to all congregations of the NH Conference (UCC),
offering workshops on topics ranging from stewardship, lay leadership, and church finances to
service, mission, and Christian education. Special attention will be given this year to envisioning
possibilities for post-pandemic church communities. All are invited to participate in this
enriching day of classes, exhibits, and worship with our conference friends.

FCC will pay for anyone interested to attend! Registration deadline Feb. 15; fee includes meals and
resources. Conference booklet available in the Parish Hall. For more, please visit www.nhcucc.org.

NOTICE of ANNUAL MEETING - Sunday, February 12, 11:30 am (on Zoom)

The Annual Meeting of First Congregational Church of Lebanon, NH, will be held online in
Zoom format on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2023, AT 11:30 AM, after that morning’s worship
service, for the following purposes:

1. To hear the reports of all officers, committees, and organizations, as required under the
CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS of the church.

2. The election of all officers provided for under the CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS of the church.

3. To consider and act upon any other matters relating to the general church welfare that may
properly come before this meeting.
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First Congregational Church of Lebanon
PO Box 230

10 South Park St

Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of
varied minds, with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together
in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to
respond faithfully to God’s call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be
faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary where all will know
they are welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical
or mental ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of
First Congregational Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.

First Congregational Church of Lebanon

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Ernie Drown, Organist and Choir Director ® Nancy Parsons, Children’s Community Corner
Jon Scott, Chair of Church Council * Linda Gerlach, Chair of Deacons ® Barbara Jones, Moderator
Brian Clancy, Church Administrator

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed)
603-448-4281 * church@fccleb.org * prayer@fccleb.org ® music@fccleb.org ® www.fccleb.org




