First Congregational Church of Lebanon
United Church of Christ – Open and Affirming
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2020
“Education is what you give to children; training is what you do to plants.”
—Stephen Fry

We ask that everyone wear facial masks throughout the service. Please also refrain from singing and
speaking in full voice. You may follow along with today’s hymns below on pages 5-7.
Prelude

Selections by G. F. Handel and J. S. Bach

Call to Worship
Psalm 105:1-6
O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. Seek the LORD and his strength; seek
his presence continually. Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles,
and the judgments he uttered, O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob,
his chosen ones.
Hymn 411 (See below, p. 5)

Praise the Source of Faith and Learning

Hyfrydol

Prayer of Invocation
God, we welcome your Spirit as it joins us together today as one people. Lift up our
worship, inspire our prayers, infuse them with your grace, your love, your power. We
pray these things in your Son’s name. Amen.
Gloria
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission
Children’s Moment
This week, as we gather in front of the church for worship, Ms. Parsons will share a
message. But for those of you unable to be with us, and, honestly, for all of us, I would
like to give you an assignment: look for something, anything, that reminds you of
God’s love. Then tell someone you care about or trust who or what this thing is!

Hymn 98 (See below, p. 6)

Life’s Railway to Heaven

M. E. Abbey/C. D. Tillman

Scripture Lessons
Genesis 37:1-4,12-28. Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien,
the land of Canaan. 2This is the story of the family of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was
a helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad
report of them to their father. 3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his
children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe
with sleeves. 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his
brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. […]
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Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. 13And Israel
said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will
send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it
is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent
him from the valley of Hebron.
He came to Shechem, 15and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked
him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please,
where they are pasturing the flock.” 17The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them
at Dothan. 18They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they
conspired to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come
now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild
animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 21But
when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take
his life.” 22Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the
wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand and
restore him to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of
his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him and threw him
into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.
25
Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it
down to Egypt. 26Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is there if we kill our
brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay
our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed.
28
When some Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of
the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took
Joseph to Egypt.
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Matthew 14:22-33. 22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on
ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed
the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land,
for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking towards
them on the lake. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
28
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
29
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came towards Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened,
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached
out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
32
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshipped
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Sermon

“Back to School”

Musical Offering “Bright is the Ring of Words” (Songs of Travel)

Stephen R. Silver
R. Vaughan Williams

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer
Note: As we hold our community members in prayer, please help us maintain our weekly prayer
list by contacting Rev. Silver or the church office to confirm names on the list or remove them.
On this day we offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Lloyd, Jessica, Martha, Micah, Max,
Joanne, Kelee, Tammy, Arlene, Ruth, Ryle, Emily, John, Shirley, Dan, Roger, Evelyn,
Jim, Beth, Susan, Barbara, Max, Greg, Terry, Jon, Larry, Bryan, Pat, Edith, Jon, and Jan.
We pray for all those struggling with financial challenges, reduced hours and
unemployment, and fears about the future.
We pray for the healthcare workers and first responders who are on the front line
dealing with this pandemic.
We pray for reconciliation in this time of racial tension.
We pray for wisdom and humility from all our leaders.
Today we offer the following prayer:
Holy, Wondrous God, you have created the universe and everything in it. For this
beautiful world, we give you thanks. Give us the will and the strength to care for
what you have entrusted to us, to be stewards and not exploiters, to leave things at
least as good as we found them. We remember the example of Jesus, who always
put others before himself, who sacrificed everything for the good of the world. Let
us remember, let us follow, his example.
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We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering of Gifts
We will not be passing an offering plate this morning, but if you wish to make a contribution, you
may either leave it with the ushers on your way out after the service or mail it during the week.
Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Generous God, as we come together today in friendship and service, we present these
gifts as a sign of our commitment to be a faithful community, dedicated to spreading
your good news and serving your people. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Hymn 834 (See below, p. 7)

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Precious Lord

Benediction
My friends, life is short. We do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those
who travel the way with us. So, be swift to love, and make haste to be kind.
Now go forth with the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, this day and forevermore. Amen.
* * *
Leading Worship This Morning
The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor • Nan Parsons, Children’s Community Corner
Susan Sorensen, Organist • Brian Clancy, Tenor • Philip Hammond, Baritone
John Gillatt, Barbara Jones, and Dawn Troutman, Liturgists
Members of the Diaconate, Greeters and Ushers
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Hymn 411 (New Century Hymnal)

Praise the Source of Faith and Learning

Hyfrydol

Praise the source of faith and learning that has sparked and stoked the mind
with a passion for discerning how the world has been designed.
Let the sense of wonder flowing from the wonders we survey
keep our faith forever growing and renew our need to pray.
God of wisdom we acknowledge that our science and our art
and the breadth of human knowledge only partial truth impart.
Far beyond our calculation lies a depth we cannot sound
where your purpose for creation and the pulse of life are found.
May our faith redeem the blunder of believing that our thought
has displaced the grounds for wonder which the ancient prophets taught.
May our learning curb the error which unthinking faith can breed
lest we justify some terror with an antiquated creed.
As two currents in a river fight each other’s undertow,
till converging they deliver one coherent steady flow,
blend, O God, our faith and learning till they carve a single course,
till they join as one, returning praise and thanks to you, the Source.

Please note that on-site, indoor worship services and other events remain suspended at FCC
through at least Sunday, September 6, as we maintain caution amid COVID-19 concerns.

Uncovering Racism—A Racial-Justice Reading Group (Dates/Times TBD)
We believe that as Christians, we are called to work for racial justice. To help us better do this
work, we will read Uncovering Racism, by Kathryn Goering Reid and Stephen Breck Reid. This
short but powerful book, written from a faith perspective, will help us see how racism persists as
an issue we must grapple with. All are invited to participate! Books provided free of charge, but reservations
are required in advance. Please email Rev. Steve Silver (silver@fccleb.org) with questions or to RSVP.

Plymouth’s Pilgrims: Their Church, Their World, and Ours
Christian Education on Zoom—Tuesdays Through August 18 at 7:00 pm (RSVP)
Join us for an exploration of the Pilgrims on the 400th anniversary of their arrival in America,
using a Congregational Library curriculum created for the occasion. This is a great opportunity
to learn about our forebears in faith, what they actually believed and did, whom they met upon
arriving in the New World, and how their experience impacts us today. Readings and other
materials will be provided, and each session will offer a lively discussion. There is no cost to
participate and all materials are free. Questions/RSVP to Rev. Steve Silver at silver@fccleb.org.
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LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

834

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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This black gospel song, like much hymnody, sprang out of the author’s deep personal loss (the death of his
wife and newborn son), yet it has brought solace to many. He thought his fingers were playing new music,
but they unlocked a deep memory of a tune almost a century old.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1938
PRECIOUS LORD
MUSIC: George N. Allen, 1844; arr. Thomas A. Dorsey, 1938
6.6.9.D
Text and Music Arr. © 1938, ren. Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.)
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First Congregational Church of Lebanon
PO Box 230
10 South Park St
Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed!

DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!
We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds,
with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the
uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God’s call for justice
for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to
create a sanctuary where all will know they are welcome and included.
No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical or mental
ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of First Congregational
Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.
First Congregational Church of Lebanon
The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Susan Sorensen, Interim Organist and Choir Director • Nancy Parsons, Church School Superintendent
Barbara Teeter, Chair of Deacons • Linda Jacobs, Chair of Church Council • Barbara Jones, Moderator
Brian Clancy, Church Administrator
Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed)

603-448-4281 • church@fccleb.org • prayer@fccleb.org • music@fccleb.org • www.fccleb.org

