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“The pilgrimage provided a sense of purpose. As well as the long march towards Jerusalem,
it also knitted my life into the landscape. The months were replaced by the shifting seasons,
while the weeks were measured out in rounds of worship. Staying in monasteries and
convents, presbyteries and churches, calmed what was restless within me, and during

the regular services I noticed how the minutes slowed and the silence assembled,

until the days were worth more than they had been before.”

—Guy Stagg, The Crossway

All hymns are included after the order of worship, on pages 5-8.
Call to Worship (Unison; Psalm 139:7-12,23-24)

O God, where can I go from your spirit! Or where can I flee from your presence? If I
ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the
wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand
shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, “Surely the darkness
shall cover me, and the light around me become night,” even the darkness is not dark
to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. Search me, O
God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Hymn 15 (See below, p. 5) Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Lobe den Herren
Prayer of Invocation

Holy God, as you bring us together in and through your Holy Spirit, we lift up our
worship, asking that you inspire our prayers and infuse all we do and offer with your

grace, your love, and your power. Be with us during this service, we pray, in the name
of your Son. Amen.

Gloria (Unison)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission

During this time, we are not meeting in person. All are encouraged to stay in touch
with one another by phone, email, or written cards. If you would like to organize a



Zoom teleconference or telephone meeting, please be in touch with the Rev. Steve

Silver (603-448-4281/silver@fccleb.org), and he’ll get you set up and ready to go.
Children’s Moment

Today’s lesson from Genesis is one of my favorite Bible stories. I love the images of
the angels going up and coming down the ladders to heaven. I can see the story unfold
in my imagination—which is amazing since this is the story of a person’s dream, and
nothing like this has ever been witnessed!

That’s one of the great things about Scripture: it can take us to places where no one
has gone before. The blessing of imagination is one of God’s greatest gifts, helping us
dream of new things, think of novel ways to approach life, and see new possibilities.
So, use your imagination—and when you do, thank God for giving you one!

Hymn 399 (See below, p. 6) O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go St. Margaret

Scripture Lessons

Genesis 28:10-22. "Jacob left Beersheba and went towards Haran. ""He came to a
certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. “And he
dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven;
and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. "And the Lord stood
beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God
of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; "*and your
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west
and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth
shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. "Know that [ am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until
[ have done what I have promised you.” “Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said,
“Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” ""And he was afraid, and said,
“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven.”

%S0 Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his
head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. "He called that place
Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first. ““Then Jacob made a vow, saying,
“If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread
to eat and clothing to wear, *'so that [ come again to my father’s house in peace, then
the Lord shall be my God, *and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be
God’s house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one-tenth to you.”

Matthew 13:24-30,36-43. “*He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of

heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; *’but while
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everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then
went away. “°So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. “’And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” **He answered,
‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them? “But he replied, ‘Noj; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the
wheat along with them. *°Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”” [...]

*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *"He answered, “The one
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; **the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, *and the
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels. *“Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the
end of the age. *The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, #and they will throw them into the furnace
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. *Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

Sermon  “Climbing the Ladder” (See separate document) Stephen R. Silver
Hymn 495 (See below, p. 7)  We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder Bethany

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer

Note: As we hold our community members in prayer, please help us ensure that our weekly
prayer list is current by contacting Rev. Silver or the church office with any changes.

On this day we offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Lloyd, Jessica, Martha, Micah, Max,
Joanne, Kelee, Tammy, Arlene, Ruth, Ryle, Emily, John, Shirley, Dan, Roger, Evelyn,
Jim, Beth, Susan, Barbara, Max, Greg, Terry, Larry, Bryan, Pat, Chris, and Edith.

We pray for Jon Stearns, a longtime member of our men’s breakfast group, and for his
wife Marion and his family, as he fights both liver and pancreatic cancer.

We pray for all those struggling with financial challenges, reduced hours and
unemployment, and fears about the future.

We pray for the healthcare workers and first responders who are on the front line
dealing with this pandemic.

We pray for reconciliation in this time of racial tension.
We pray for wisdom and humility from all our leaders.

Today we offer the following prayer:



In the midst of these difficult times, O God, we pray that we will be alert to your
presence. Though you may not come to us in dreams, or in a fire or a cloud, and
you may not manifest yourself in ways that are familiar to us from Scripture, we
know that you will never abandon us, that you will always be with us. Help us to
draw on this strength, to repose in the comfort afforded by your Spirit, to live life
secure in the knowledge that you are showing us your way.

We pray this, and all the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts
Doxology (Unison)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication (Unison)

Amazing God: you have blessed us, as individuals and a community, with so many
wonderful, surprising gifts. In response and with gratitude, we offer our time, our
money, and our skills in service to your people, hoping to be a blessing to others as
you are to us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Hymn 351 (See below, p. 8)  Nearer, My God, to Thee Bethany

Benediction

My friends, life is short. We do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those
who travel the way with us. So, be swift to love, and make haste to be kind.

Now go forth with the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
companionship of the Holy Spirit, this day and forevermore. Amen.

Joys, Concerns, and Prayer Requests

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know of
anyone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of pastoral care,
please email prayer@fccleb.org, or contact the church office or the Rev. Steve Silver directly.










PLYMOUTH'’S PILGRIMS: THEIR CHURCH, THEIR WORLD, AND OURS
Four-week Class on Zoom—Tuesdays, July 28—-August 18, at 7:00 pm (RSVP by 7/20)

Join us for an exploration of the Pilgrims on the 400th anniversary of their arrival in America,
using a Congregational Library curriculum created for the occasion. This is a great opportunity
to learn about our forebears in faith, what they actually believed and did, whom they met upon
arriving in the New World, and how their experience impacts us today. Readings and other
materials will be provided, and each session will offer a lively discussion. There is no cost to
participate and all materials are free. Questions/RSVP by July 20 to Rev. Steve Silver at silver@fccleb.org.

Uncovering Racism—A Racial-Justice Reading Group in August (78D)

We believe that as Christians, we are called to work for racial justice. To help us better do this

work, we will read Uncovering Racism, by Kathryn Goering Reid and Stephen Breck Reid. This

short but powerful book, written from a faith perspective, will help us see how racism persists as

an issue we must grapple with. All are invited to participate! Books provided free of charge, but reservations
are required in advance. Please email Rev. Steve Silver (silver@fccleb.org) with questions or to RSVP.




Outdoor Service Planned for Sunday, August 9 (Rain Date 8/16)

In three weeks we hope to worship together on FCC’s front lawn, while keeping everyone’s
health and safety our primary concern. We ask for patient understanding as we consider what
it means to resume worship in person—safety precautions, changes in liturgical practice, singing

and communal prayer, etc. Those attending will have to RSVP in advance and follow a set of

requirements, including health and symptom screening, physical distancing, and mask use. We
will not have coffee hour following the service. Full details will be forthcoming, but please
contact the church office or Rev. Steve Silver (silver@fccleb.org) with any questions.

Please note that on-site, indoor worship services and other events remain suspended through at
least Sunday, August 30, maintaining caution amid COVID-19 concerns.
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Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds,
with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the
uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God’s call for justice
for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to
create a sanctuary where all will know they are welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical or mental
ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of First Congregational
Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.
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