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The Fourth Sunday in Lent — Laetare Sunday
March 22, 2020

“Lent is a time for discipline, for confession, for honesty, not because God
is mean or fault- finding or finger-pointing but because he wants us to know
the joy of being cleaned out, ready for all the good things he now has in store.”

—N. T. Wright

Call to Worship (Psalm 23)

Leader: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

People: He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the
still waters.

Leader: He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his
name’s sake.

People: Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Leader: Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

People: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and 1
will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Hymn 6 (Pilgrim Hymnal) O Worship the King, All Glorious Above Lyons

Prayer of Invocation

God, we welcome your Spirit among us today. Endow us with the strength to persevere,
and breathe life into our prayers, our worship, our service, and our fellowship, now
taking on new forms. Though we may not be gathered in person, we give thanks that
we are still united as the Body of Christ. In your Son’s name we pray. Amen.

Lenten Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. Open our hearts to you, that we may receive your forgiveness and be
redeemed by your reconciling love. Amen.



Assurance of Pardon

Know that all who come before God with an open and contrite heart, that all who
sincerely repent, are forgiven.

Gloria

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Words of Welcome; Our Ministry and Mission

During this time, we are not meeting in person. All are encouraged to stay in touch
with one another by phone, email, or written cards. If you would like to organize a
Zoom teleconference or telephone meeting, please be in touch with the Rev. Steve

Silver (603-448-4281/silver@fccleb.org), and he’ll get you set up and ready to go.
Children’s Moment

Today, the fourth Sunday in Lent, is also known as Laetare Sunday. “Laetare” is Latin
for “Rejoice!” That’s right—a command to celebrate in the middle of Lent. The church
knows that we can go overboard in whatever we do, and that includes Lent, which has
a reputation for being a gloomy time. When we repent, it’s not to punish ourselves.
God does not call us to feel bad about ourselves. Instead, God wants us to be the
best people we can be; sometimes that means changing our behavior. So during this
season of Lent, we rejoice today—for the love of God; for Jesus, who came to be with
us; for the Holy Spirit who comforts us; and for the people in our lives whom we love.
Rejoice today!

Hymn 349 (Pilgrim Hymnal) O for a Closer Walk With God Caithness

Scripture Lessons

1 Samuel 16:1-13. The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul?
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will
send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” *Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord
said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” ’Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for
me the one whom I name to you.” *Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you
come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice.

*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is
now before the Lord.” "But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance
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or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”
*Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” '“Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” ''Samuel
said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here!” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” *He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint
him; for this is the one.” PThen Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

John 9:1-41. As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God’s works might be revealed in him. *We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. °As long as I am in the world,
[ am the light of the world.” *When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made
mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ‘saying to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back
able to see. *The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to
ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” *Some were saying, “It is he.”
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
"But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ""He answered, “The
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” "“They said to him, “Where is

he?” He said, “I do not know.”

PThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it was
a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "Then the Pharisees
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud
on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man
is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. '"So they said again
to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said,
“He is a prophet.”

®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight ’and asked them, “Is
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” “His parents
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answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; *'but we do not
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age. He will speak for himself.” *His parents said this because they were afraid of the
Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah
would be put out of the synagogue. “Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

#So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *’He answered, “I do
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now
I see.” *They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *"He
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want
to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” **Then they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. “We know that God has
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” **The
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from,
and yet he opened my eyes. *'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world began
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us!” And they drove him out.

#Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man!” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” *Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with
you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “I came
into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do
see may become blind.” ®*Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
not have sin. But now that you say, “We see,” your sin remains.

Sermon “Perfect Vision” (*available online or in print*) Stephen R. Silver

Hymn 68 (Pilgrim Hymnal) I Sing the Mighty Power of God Ellacombe

Sharing of Joys and Concerns; Pastoral Prayer

On this day we offer our ongoing prayers for Pete, Lloyd, Jessica, Martha, Micah,
Joanne, Max, Kelee, Janice, Tammy, Arlene, Ruth, Ryle, Emily, John, Shirley, Dan,
Roger, Jim, Beth, Evelyn, Susan, Barbara, and Max. We pray for Jon Scott, who is
dealing with some health issues. We also pray for all those whose employment and
income have been reduced or lost entirely as a result of public-health precautions.

This day we offer a prayer, taken from the 1928 Book of Common Prayer, which speaks
to our current moment:



O most mighty and merciful God, in this time of grievous sickness, we flee unto
thee for succor. Deliver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and skill
to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the means made use of for their cure;
and that, perceiving how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our hearts

unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

We pray all this, and the joys and concerns we hold in our hearts, in the name of
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering of Gifts

In times like this, it is especially fitting that we remember those who are without,
those who are often ignored, those who are in need. In this spirit, we invite your
support of this church, its mission, and its ministry. Please mail in your offering as
you are able, in support this church’s continuing work in and for the community.

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

Dear God: In Jesus you have granted us a fresh start, a second chance, a new life. In
gratitude, we offer our prayers and songs, our time, talents, and money. We pray that
all of these gifts will transform both those who receive them and those who give them,
all in the service of the Good News of love with which we are blessed. In the name of
Christ we pray, Amen.

Hymn 391 (Pilgrim Hymnal) Be Thou My Vision Slane

Benediction

My friends, life is short. We do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those
who walk with us. So, be swift to love, and make haste to be kind.

Go forth with the love of God, the grace of our lord Jesus Christ, and the
companionship of the Holy Spirit this day and forevermore. Amen.



Please note that we will NOT be gathering for worship next Sunday, March 29.
We will follow recommendations and guidelines from the government and medical
authorities to decide when to resume corporate worship.

Joys, Concerns, and Prayer Requests

If you wish to have a joy, concern, or prayer request lifted up in the service, or if you know of
anyone who may need special prayers, a card or phone call, or some other form of pastoral care,
please email prayer@fccleb.org, or contact the church office or the Rev. Steve Silver directly.













HOLY WEEK AT FCC

All scheduled events are tentative, pending appropriate publichealth recommendations.

Sunday, April 5—Palm Sunday
10 am: Liturgy of the Palms, Children’s Procession (Sanctuary)

April 9—Maundy Thursday
7 pm: Service of Tenebrae, Stripping of the Altar (Sanctuary)

April 10—Good Friday
12-3 pm: Quiet Meditation on the Seven Last Words (Sanctuary)
7 pm: Service of the Word and Prayer (Sanctuary)

Sunday, April 12—EASTER SUNDAY
6 am: Ecumenical Sunrise Service (Colburn Park)
6:30 am: Community Breakfast (Parish Hall; Beneficiary TBD)
10 am: Festival Worship Service (Sanctuary), Easter Egg Hunt

Do Your Part to Fill the Cart!

Lebanon and surrounding communities have been struggling with rising poverty and food

insecurity for some time, but these challenges have only increased as COVID-19 precautions

have threatened job security and reduced income. Now more than ever, our shopping-cart
collection of donations in the Parish Hall helps address this need.

During the month of March, we are still collecting non-perishable and personal-care items for
the UPPER VALLEY HAVEN. Current needs include: hand sanitizer, toilet paper, paper towels,
toothbrushes/paste, hand soap, diapers, feminine hygiene products, electric blankets, sweatpants,
grocery bags, cereal, peanut butter, tuna, pasta, canned vegetables/fruit, canned soups/sauces,
red kidney beans. Donations may be brought to the church during the week.

Thanks to all for fighting local poverty and food insecurity.

One Great Hour of Sharing: “Invest in Futures”——Special UCC Mission Ofiering

This nationwide UCC offering funds mission initiatives around the world. It supports
healthcare, education, agriculture, refugee assistance, and emergency relief in over 130 countries.
OGHS funds are leveraged with local, national, and globals partners to maximize their impact.

Please consider a contribution as you are able, and thanks!
(Payable to FCC, with “OGHS” in the memo line.)
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First Congregational Church of Lebanon

PO Box 230
10 South Park St
Lebanon NH 03766

Weekly Worship Resources Enclosed! DATED MATERIAL—Please Deliver Promptly

Do you use email? Contact church@fccleb.org to receive this and other communication by email.

Welcome!

We are a Christ-centered community that celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds,
with varying measures of belief and unbelief, we are one body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the
uniqueness of every individual as God’s beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God’s call for justice
for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful to Jesus’ model of loving acceptance. We seek to
create a sanctuary where all will know they are welcome and included.

No matter your age, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, race or ethnicity, physical or mental
ability, or economic circumstance, you are invited into the full life and ministry of First Congregational
Church of Lebanon, including its worship, sacraments, and rites.

Join us as we grow together in God’s love.

First Congregational Church of Lebanon

The Rev. Stephen R. Silver, Pastor
Susan Sorensen, Interim Organist and Choir Director ® Nancy Parsons, Church School Superintendent
Barbara Teeter, Chair of Deacons ¢ Linda Jacobs, Chair of Church Council ¢ Barbara Jones, Moderator
Brian Clancy, Church Administrator

Church Office Hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 9:00-12:00 (or by appointment as needed)
603-448-4281 ¢ church@fccleb.org ¢ prayer@fccleb.org ®* music@fccleb.org © www.fccleb.org




